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elevated (169 ug/L). Bone tumever markers were normal for
the rest of the patients except for one who refused blood
investigations. One of these patients had a history of
intermittent omeprazole usage for 4 years for gastritis. Phone
interviews, home visits and chart reviews were made to
ensure the accuracy of their medication history.

Our experience is that atypical femoral stress fractures can
also occur in bisphosphonate-free patients, though these are
low numbers (Fig. 1). It is also interesting to note that none
of these patients were proven osteoporotic. Possible meta-
bolic abnormalities that are accentuated by bisphosphonates
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should be explored in patients who have been diagnosed
with bisphosphonate-associated fractures.
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